in her armpit. "l read an article
that said something about certain
chemicals in some lotions that are
toxic to babies. I'll email it to you
from work"

She fills the inbox of a Hotmail
account | gave her, one | haven't
reliably checked since the summer
after college.

But these little crescent moons.
They're sharp on the edges where
they were cut, dull and smooth
along the convex top. Holding
them, it feels like somehow there's
a way to make her be here now, to
move back to where we were a
few months ago, like moving back
to an old apartment. Its an irratio-
nal thought but I've been having
those more lately. | don't know
why its amazing to me that I'm
touching her now, a part of her
she discarded. Like me

p®2oNn3 U0l JO 3110 123dsns 3yl
‘U10]DYsem Y3 Yyum adey siy buiq
-gems 4sap|noys siy uo dub ybn e
yHm 1oy 0} wiy pajnd pue Jaui0d
dY1 papuUnol 3ys "yinow siy jo
12U10D 23 1€ [EaW)eO S,HuluIow
S1Y3 JO 1snJ1d 3jed e pue asou sIy
Japun upjs AIp dY3 104 anss| p,Ady)
S1JDWIDP DY) d18|ND|eD 0) Pl
| 'Y302ysem e Buillam 3|Iym wool
-4ieq oY1 Wwolj pies uusr ,jueply
uo uono| sy} buisn noA ary,

‘UOISIAD|D) SEM }I 1]

SUIIS 3y} Bulydiem ‘J|ays puodas
3y} Uuo 1nq siy bupunoq ‘ased
-00d ay1 1suiebe buiues| ‘py ay3
18 P00 | 941 AW bulpeaul pue
pijeAul si 9siwoid eyl 'aq pjnoys
04y} A|J2Y10W 2I0W B ISYM S
-eAO JNOK JO uoneiqia di3ayiedwAs
SUWOS Ul 19y 0} UsIIM S| 9siwosd
19A31BYM 'sagdjeg noA ‘sAnea
"JOOp 3Y3 1k pajulod jeyl moule

The kid runs across the room
to where I'm slumped in the
corner, the vacuum still roaring.
| wipe my cheeks off on my
shirtsleeve, not catching at all
what he's saying to me. He's got
two hands on one of those
water games, the plastic ones
that look like sea monkey kits
where you shoot jets of air to
toss little rings through the
water trapped inside. The rings
are flying off the spires as he
shakes it, babbling on under
the vacuum cleaner sound. He
slaps a palm on the switch and
it makes its dying motor sound.
All the rings but one are off the
spires.
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